PERSUASIVE SPEECH OUTLINEThis guide will help you develop your outline. Key in your actual outline using the blank highlighted template. 


Introduction 				 (TOTAL TIME FOR THE INTRODUCTION– 1 minute)
I. Attention-getting device:  Remember you want to begin your speech NOT with “Hi, my name is _________.” There are lots of interesting, creative, attention-getting techniques that will grab your audience right off the bat. (Refer to the text for suggestions.) 
 
Personal credibility:  This is where you could state your name and explain your connection or relationship to the topic. Remember your experience with the topic helps to build your credibility, so share with your audience why you are the person to give this speech. (Refer to the text for ideas about establishing relevance and personal credibility.)

Thesis/Message:  This is where you include your thesis or message. Remember you can begin the message with I believe or I think…..  
If your thesis does not contain your main points, you’ll need to transition to them here. You could state something like: Today I would like to talk with you about…. 
Preview of main points:  This is where you would briefly list those three main points. You don’t detail those main points, you simply lay them out here and then detail them in the body of the speech.
Transitional word or phrase:  Here’s where you want to guide your audience to the next part of your speech. In this instance you’re helping your audience realize you’re now moving into the body of the speech. (Check your text for details on transitions.)

Discussion (Body of the Speech)         (TOTAL TIME FOR ALL 3 MAIN POINTS– 5-6 minutes)
II. Main Point #1:  State your first main point here.

A. Right here is where you give your view or perspective on the first main point.

1. Support your perspective here with either personal or primary evidence: personal story, example, or your own original research OR secondary research: credible facts, figures, statistics, or expert quotes that support your point of view 
2. OPTIONAL support could go here (but remember this is a brief speech, you won’t have time to go into great depth)

B. OPTIONAL: You may or may not give another perspective on the first main point.

1. Support your perspective here with either personal or primary evidence: personal story, example, or your own original research OR secondary research: credible facts, figures, statistics, or expert quotes that support your point of view. 
2. OPTIONAL support could go here (but remember this is a brief speech, you won’t have time to go into great depth)

Transitional word or phrase:  A word or short phrase which moves you to point three

III. Main Point #2:  State your second main point here.

A. Right here is where you give your view or perspective on the second main point.

1. Support your perspective here with either personal or primary evidence: personal story, example, or your own original research OR secondary research: credible facts, figures, statistics, or expert quotes that support your point of view.
2. OPTIONAL support could go here (but remember this is a brief speech, you won’t have time to go into great depth)

B. OPTIONAL: You may or may not give another perspective on the second main point.

1. Support your perspective here with either personal or primary evidence: personal story, example, or your own original research OR secondary research: credible facts, figures, statistics, or expert quotes that support your point of view.
2. OPTIONAL support could go here (but remember this is a brief speech, you won’t have time to go into great depth)

Transitional word or phrase:  A word or short phrase which moves you to point three.

IV. Main Point #3:  State your third main point here.

A. Right here is where you give your view or perspective on the third main point. 

1. Support your perspective here with either personal or primary evidence: personal story, example, or your own original research OR secondary research: credible facts, figures, statistics, or expert quotes that support your point of view.
2. OPTIONAL support could go here (but remember this is a brief speech, you won’t have time to go into great depth)

B. OPTIONAL: You may or may not give another perspective on the third main point.
1. Support your perspective here with either personal or primary evidence: personal story, example, or your own original research OR secondary research: credible facts, figures, statistics, or expert quotes that support your point of view.
2. OPTIONAL support could go here (but remember this is a brief speech, you won’t have time to go into great depth)

Conclusion 		 			     (TOTAL TIME FOR THE CONCLUSION– 1 minute)
V. Cue the ending:  This is another opportunity for you to guide your audience to the next part of your speech. In this instance you’re transitioning into the conclusion. It could simply be a word or short phrase. (Refer to your text for examples of how you can move to the final portions of your speech.)

Summarize main points:  This is where you briefly restate your main points. Don’t bring in any additional information here. Simply summarize quickly.
Call to action:  This is what you want your audience to do. Come right out and urge your audience to either watch the movie, read the book, or listen to the singer. You may want to mention a couple of possible ways your audience could accomplish this.
Leave a lasting impression:  Finally, what do you want to leave with your audience? What lasting thought will you develop here? Much like your attention-getter, be creative and unique. You don’t want to thank the audience for listening, just end with the lasting thought. 










